ADMISSIONS POLICY

Statement of intent It is the nursery’s policy to give all children equal consideration for admission regardless of background, disability, and gender.

· Children will be admitted from the age of 2 ½ until school entry.

· We take children at 2 ½ years old. If we offer your child a place at 2 ½ years old and you do not want to take up that place when offered, we will put your child’s name on the waiting list and will let you know if there is a place available when they are 3 years old.
· Attendance can be for 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings a week depending on individuals needs and their age group, and may be increased as required, space permitting.  We ask for a minimum of three sessions for the oldest children and minimum of two for the younger children.
· A waiting list will operate with the following criteria:  Siblings are offered a place first, After that children are offered a place on a first-come-first-served basis (i.e. in order of the date put on the waiting list)
· Putting your child’s name on the waiting list does not guarantee them a place in the nursery.
· Wherever possible, we will offer children a place when they reach the age of 2 ½.  If parents choose not to take up that place, parents will be given the option of keeping their child’s name on the waiting list and if there are places available later in the year, they will be contacted.

· A limited number of places will be reserved for children who reach the age of 2 ½ in the spring term.

· Half a term’s notice in writing must be given when a child is being withdrawn from nursery. Failing this, a terms fees are payable in lieu

· To help your child settle into nursery, you and your child will be invited to attend a session prior to full attendance. This will provide an opportunity for your child to meet other children and staff in the setting.  They will also meet their key person and experience some of the routines and activities on offer at the nursery. 

· Younger children may have a staggered entry for the first few weeks of term.
